
SAMPLE INS DOCUMENTS 

(1) Nonimmigrant Visa (Actual Size) 
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To be valid, a visa must be unexpired when the alien applies at the port of 
entry. However, the remaining period of the visa's validity has no bearing 
on the period of authorized admission granted by the immigration officer. 
For example, an alien might be admitted for 6 months (and perhaps even 
receive one or more extensions of stay) even though his visa may have 
been valid for only one day beyond the date on which he applied for 
admission. On the other hand, an alien's admission might be limited to 
one week, even though at the time of admission, his visa may have been 
valid for four years. Moreover, he might be refused entry altogether, 
notwithstanding his possession of a valid unexpired visa. 

If the bearer of a nonimmigrant visa has been admitted into the United 
States for a temporary period, he should also have in his possession 
evidence of his admission and of the terms of such admission. This 
evidence will usually consist of a Form 1-94. However, some aliens who 
are here on temporary visits may have a Form 1-94 but no visa. 
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SAMPLE INS DOCUMENTS 10-99 

(3) Form 1-151, Alien Registration Receipt Card (Actual Size) 

Form 1-151 is issued to any alien who in any manner becomes a lawful 
permanent resident of the U.S. Present issue is blue printing on a 
background of small blue dots. Previous issues were either blue or black 
printing on a background of blue and yellow overlays, or black printing on 
a light green background. Some of the previous issues vary somewhat in 
format from the above. All have the form number and are laminated in 
plastiC. Employment in the U.S. is permitted. Effective August 2, 1993 
this form is not valid evidence of lawful permanent resident status. 
Persons who formerly had this card should possess an 1-551 effective 
8/2/93. 
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SAMPLE INS DOCUMENTS 

(4 ) Form 1-551, Alien Registration Receipt Card 
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Form 1-551 (BACK) 

10-99 

Form 1-551 issued effective August 1, 1989. The face of this card is a 
rose (off-pink) color. The laminated edge will be embossed with lines 
raised slightly above the lamination. The laminate contains an optical 
variable ink pattern which reads "1-551" when the card is tilted at an angle. 
The back will have a pink-to-blue rainbow effect shading on the top 
portion, with the bottom portion being white. The card will contain an 
expiration date, making the card valid for 10 years from the date of 
issuance, the individual wi" then be required to obtain a new card. 
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SAMPLE INS DOCUMENTS 10-99 

(5) Form 1-185, Nonresident Alien Canadian Border Crossing Card (Actual 
Size) 
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Form 1-185 is issued to Canadian citizens or British subjects residing in 
Canada to facilitate entry into the U.S. for visiting as nonimmigrant border 
crossers. The form is printed on pink paper and laminated in plastic. 
Most Canadian visitors, however, are adm itted without documents. 
Employment in the U.S. is not permitted. 
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SAMPLE INS DOCUMENTS 10-99 

(6) Nonresident Alien Canadian Border Crossing Identification Card (Actual 
Size) 
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This form is issued to nonimmigrant aliens who have been admitted to 
Canada for permanent residence as "landed immigrants" and seek to 
enter the U.S. only as temporary visitors for business or pleasure. The 
card is actually a stamp placed in the alien's passport or travel document. 
The holder may be admitted without requiring a nonimmigrant visa or 
Form 1-94. Employment in the U.S. is not permitted. 
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SAMPLE INS DOCUMENTS 10-99 

(7) Form 1-186, Nonresident Alien Mexican Border Crossing Card (Actual 
Size) 

Form 1-186 is issued to Mexican citizens for entry into the U.S. as 
nonimmigrants for visits not to exceed 72 hours or 25 miles from the 
Mexican border. For any admission in excess of the above, the alien will 
also have a Form SW-434 or, in some cases, a Form 1-94 showing the 
area and time limitation of his admission. The Form 1-186 is laminated in 
plastic. Those issued before to 9-15-65 are blue; those issued after 
9-15-65 are salmon-beige. Employment in the U.S. is not permitted. 
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SAMPLE INS DOCUMENTS 

(8) Form SW-434, Mexican Border Visitors Permit (Actual Size) 
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Form SW-434 is issued to the rightful holder of a valid Form 1-186 who 
has been admitted for a visit for business or pleasure within 25 miles of 
the Mexican border for a period of more than 72 hours but not more than 
15 days or for a visit outside the immediate border area but within the 
States of Texas, New Mexico, Arizona, or California for a period of not 
more than 15 days. The period of validity is indicated on the admission 
stamp. Form is printed on safety paper. Employment in the U.S. is not 
permitted. 
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SAMPLE INS DOCUMENTS 10-99 

(9) Form 1-94, Arrival-Departure Record (issued through 12-31-82 only) 
(Actual Size) 
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This edition of Form 1-94 was issued to aliens admitted temporarily before 
January 1, 1983 and may still be held by some aliens admitted before that 
date. This edition of the 1-94 WOUld, however, not constitute evidence of 
lawful admission for aliens admitted temporarily on or after January 1, 
1983 since a revised Form 1-94 went into general use on that date, (Refer 
to Page 3-18). This shows the date of admission and will be annotated 
with the date the alien is admitted until and any extensions thereof. 
Generally, employment in the U.S. is not permitted unless the INS has 
endorsed the form to so indicate. 
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SAMPLE INS DOCUMENTS 

(10) Form 1-94, Arrival-Departure Record (revised 1-1-83) (Actual Size) 
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10-99 

Form 1-94 revised 1-1-83 is issued to aliens admitted temporarily and 
shows the date to which admitted and any extensions thereof. Generally, 
employment in the U.S. is not permitted unless the INS has endorsed the 
form to so indicate. Earlier versions of the form are not valid for aliens 
admitted after January 1, 1983. 
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SAMPLE INS DOCUMENTS 

(11) Form 1-94, Arrival-Departure Record (revised 10-1-85) (Actual Size) 

~--
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t I t I I 1 I 

V.'S. lanigrat10n 
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Jan 25 -l. 987 
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i1 ~ ~ 
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• By sea or air. 10 lhe transportation line: 
• Across the Canadian border. to a Canadian OffICi&!; 
• Across the MeXICan bordcr. to a U.s. OfficiaL 

SlucknU plannin,lo reenlcr Ihc U.S. within JO days to return to the same school. 
ICC - Arrival-Ocpanure - on paJC 2 of Form 1·20 prior to surunderinc IU pcrail. 

Record 0( CkaftlU 

F.r.ak., tH aUlMriDtudf'llt or Doc-v_ata., t:.a. Go"ra_a, Pttad .. Otae. 
••• atI.I~ ... [J.e. 1Ot02 ... " --

41 
N -V) 

10-99 

Form 1-94 revised 10-1-85 is issued to aliens admitted temporarily and 
shows the date to which admitted and any extension thereof. Generally. 
employment in the U.S. is not permitted unless INS has endorsed the 
form to so indicate. Earlier versions of this form are not valid for aliens 
adm itted after 12-1-85. 
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SAMPLE INS DOCUMENTS 10-99 

(12) Form 1-94, Arrival-Departure Record (Parole Edition (Actual Size) 

(0 ... ) (0 ".L~" I 
12/22/70 JI.lt1. 

front~1 Size 

.. . ~ .. -.. 
l! 

.. 
c: " t.J 

Form 1-94 Parole Edition is issued to aliens who have been paroled into 
the U.S. and shows the date to which paroled and other limitations. 
Employment is not permitted unless the INS has endorsed the form to so 
indicate. 
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SAMPLE INS DOCUMENTS 

(13) Form 1-95A, Crewman's Landing Permit (Actual Size) 

T-..,_ c;. __ 
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•• 4ret ~ ....... .... ""'lI4.' 
et'" '·9SA. fa~. -., ..... , 

CREWMAN·S L..ANOING ~E"'MIT 

Front--.t.etual S1n 

.. .. 

Form 1-95A is issued to alien crewmen admitted for a period not to 
exceed 29 days from last arrival either as a "0-1" which requires 
departure on the same vessel, or "0-2" which permits reshipping on 
another vessel. Employment in the U.S. is not permitted. 
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SAMPLE INS DOCUMENTS 

(14) Form 1-184, Alien Crewman Landing Permit and Identification Card 
(Actual Size) 

-""II( Heaut SCHMIDT 

~ ~ OOroJn rS~n<ova Hohestein, Ger. 
~wLVJu~l~'tT"DAT( Sept. 5. 1928 

.4TIOICAU'TY Gern:an 

NO. 15,1ll,1ll 

AL.tEN CREWMAN L.ANDING PERMIT 
AND 

'DENTIFICA TION CARD 

10-99 

Form 1-184 may be issued in lieu of Form 1-9SA to bona fide crewmen, 
permitted shore leave not to exceed 29 days, who are employed on 
passenger vessels making regular trips to the U.S. The form is printed on 
buff paper and is laminated in plastic. Employment in the U.S. is not 
permitted. 
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SAMPLE INS DOCUMENTS 

(15) Form 1-688, TemQorary Resident Card 

This reads 

E 
o 

u.. 

"Bearer entitled to reside and work in U.S. 
until card expires. Not eligible for 
federally funded assistance programs 
except as provided by P.L. 99-603 - Sec. __ _ 

10-99 

.. 

Form 1-688 is issued to aliens who are, as of June 1, 1987 or thereafter, a 
special agricultural worker (SAW) and lawfully admitted for temporary 
residence in accordance with Section 245A or 21 O( a) of the Imm igration 
and Nationality Act. The card is valid until the expiration date stated on 
the face of the document. 
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SAMPLE INS DOCUMENTS 10-99 

(16) Form 1-688A, Employment Authorization Card 
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This reads "Bearer entitled to reside and work in the U.S. unti1 
card expires. Not eligible for federally funded 
assistance programs except as provided by P.l. 
99-603. Sec. 

Form 1-688A is issued to aliens whose application for legal status is being 
processed after being interviewed. It is valid for a period of 6 months from 
issuance and has the expiration date on the face of the card. This card is 
not acceptable as verification of eligibility for food stamp purposes. 
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SAMPLE INS DOCUMENTS 10-99 

United States P?ssport 
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Issued by the Department of State to United States citizens and nationals. 
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SAMPLE INS DOCUMENTS 

(18) Certificate of United States Citizenship N-560 

--~-----~---

Issued by INS to individuals who derived citizenship through parental 
naturalization; acquired citizenship at birth abroad through a United States 
parent or parents; acquired citizenship through application by United States 
citizen adoptive parents; and who, pursuant to section 341 of the Act, have 
applied for a certificate of citizenship. 
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SAMPLE INS DOCUMENTS 

(19) Certificate of Naturalization N-550 or N-570 
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Issued by INS to naturalized United States citizens. 
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